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spring than in the winter. Someone has to arrange for
the storage of those products which are not perishable,
so as to even out supplies. The easier and cheaper is
storage, the more possible is it to produce products at
the season when costs are lowest. This service is not
confined to foodstuffs, but is more important for a
product with a seasonal production than for one which
can be produced regularly throughout the year with
no increase in cost of production. Thus it is more
necessary for agricultural than for industrial products.
The fifth service is that of transport from the place
of assembly to that of final sale. The importance of
the charge made for this service has already been
emphasized in the chapter on the localization of agricul-
tural production. The lower the transport costs per
unit of weight, the more is it possible to take advantage
of specially low costs of production in various districts.
Finally, the product must be sold to the consumer.
This service, in its entirety, involves both offering
products in a form in which the housewife can see them,
so that she can choose between different commodities or
different qualities at various prices, and transporting
the purchases to the consumer's house. This, obviously,
is a service which is required, in some form or other, for
all goods. The sale of foodstuffs, however, is in some
ways different from the sale of other goods, since it
generally takes place in a number of rather regular
small transactions. Consumption is far more constant
than for other commodities, and purchases, very often,
are made only just before consumption. For this there
are three reasons: first, foodstuffs are frequently
perishable ; secondly, many consumers never have an
appreciable margin between receipts and expenditure,